March 16th, 2020
The Honourable Bill Morneau
Minister of Finance
90 Elgin Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0G5
Dear Minister Morneau,
On behalf of the over one thousand craft brewers located in every province and territory in the country,
I would like to personally thank you for your ongoing efforts to support small businesses in Canada.
As you know, craft brewers invest hundreds of millions of dollars annually into their companies and
their communities, and in many cases become a key driver of new jobs and local economic activity.
As small manufacturing companies, craft breweries face cashflow challenges even in good times. In
the current environment, the situation for most is life threatening. Breweries will have to close
their taprooms and bottle shops, the source of their most profitable revenue. Brewpubs will have
to close altogether. Full-time workers will be laid off. Young people who relocated to small
communities to work at the breweries will be faced with difficult life decisions, and many will be
forced to leave.
I know that our industry is not the only one in trouble. As you contemplate the moves that your
department will make to help small businesses, including the Business Credit Availability Program
and others that may follow, I urge you to keep in mind the role that craft breweries play in local
economies and community building.
Canada’s craft brewing industry is still growing, and much effort has been put into getting us where
we are. Our members are proud and passionate about the role their businesses play in their local
economies. With your help we can weather this storm and emerge ready to lead the recovery back
to normalcy in hundreds of cities, towns and villages across the country.
From all of us in the craft brewing industry, thank you for your support.
Sincerely,

Rick Dalmazzi
Executive Director
Canadian Craft Brewers Association
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