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The Independent Craft Seal of Authenticity™ 
is a certification mark that identifies beer 
that has been developed and produced by  
a small, independent Canadian craft brewer.

Correct usage of the Seal is critical to ensure that the 
value of and trust in the Seal is maintained. This guide has 
been written to ensure that any use of the Seal is done in 
accordance with the rules that govern its use.

LICENSE  AGREEMENT
All registered brewery members of the Canadian Craft 
Brewers Association (CCBA) are eligible to purchase an 
annual license to use the Seal on their beer labels.

Any product that bears the Seal must be 100% owned 
by the license holder and must be brewed by either the 
licensee or under contract by another brewery that is  
also a member of the CCBA.

OWNERSHIP
The Seal is the property of the CCBA and nothing in the 
license agreement or this document transfers ownership 
or equity in the Seal to any other party. The Seal is 
protected under copyright law and the CCBA has applied 
for a trademark in respect of this. Any unauthorized use 
of the Seal may result in legal action being taken against 
the unauthorized party.

UPDATES TO GUIDELINES
The CCBA may update these guidelines from time to 
time to reflect new ways that licensees can use the Seal 
or to clarify ways that the Seal can be used.

The CCBA will notify licensees when the guidelines are 
updated and will maintain a copy of the current version 
of the guidelines on the member website. Licensees 
should check that they are using the current version  
of the guidelines prior to using the Seal.

Introduction
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WHO CAN USE THE SEAL?
Breweries that are members of the CCBA are eligible to 
purchase an annual license to use the Seal under the 
license agreement and guidelines. A brewery must be a 
registered member on the CCBA website and must hold 
a valid and current license in order to use the Seal. If a 
licensee loses their eligibility as outlined in the license 
agreement, or fails to pay their annual license fee, they 
can no longer use the Seal.

WHERE CAN THE SEAL BE USED?
The Seal can be used on product labels, packaging, 
marketing collateral, merchandise, point-of-sale 
materials, websites, social media and other promotional 
material, as long as the guidelines are followed.

DEPLOYING THE SEAL
There is no pre-approval process to deploy the Seal 
on an eligible product. Licensees are required to 
register each brand that bears the Seal with the CCBA 
Seal Registry. It is the responsibility of the licensee to 
understand the guidelines and apply them fully to any 
usage of the Seal.

GENERAL USAGE GUIDELINES
The Seal is authorized to be used to directly promote 
a licensee or the eligible products of a licensee on 
materials that are owned or produced by the licensee. 
The Seal must always be used in a manner which directly 
associates the Seal with the licensee or the products of 
the licensee.

Maintaining the integrity of the Seal is a key obligation 
for all licensees, meaning that any use of the Seal must:

• Unambiguously associate the Seal only with a 
licensee or the products of a licensee;

• Reflect positively on the CCBA, its members and the 
craft brewing industry in general;

• Not be offensive or promote anything that could be 
construed as offensive to the community;

• Not be in breach of the license agreement or the 
usage guidelines.

Compliance
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Eligibility Criteria The following chart summarizes the eligibility criteria for Seal usage. Please 
refer to the Independent Seal License Agreement for further explanation of 
how to maintain compliance when using the Seal.

BREWERY CRITERIA USE THE SEAL? CONDITIONS

Brewery is a full brewery or brewpub member in good 
standing of a Canadian provincial craft brewers association. 
Territories breweries will be evaluated by CCBA.

Yes
Brewery must register as a CCBA brewery member at  
www.ccba-ambc.org.

Brewery is not a member of a Canadian provincial craft 
brewers association, or is a territories brewery not approved 
by CCBA. No

The Seal is meant to show that the brewery is a fully 
participating member of the craft beer community in its 
province or territory and supports the work being done to 
promote and protect its interests.

CONTRACT BREWING CRITERIA USE THE SEAL? CONDITIONS

Beer is produced under contract by another CCBA brewery 
member. Yes Producing brewery must register as a CCBA brewery member 

at www.ccba-ambc.org.

Beer is produced by anyone other than a CCBA brewery 
member. No The Seal is meant to show that the brand was produced in 

Canada by a fully participating craft brewery.

BRAND OWNERSHIP CRITERIA USE THE SEAL? CONDITIONS

Brewery owns the beer brand or licenses the beer brand from 
another CCBA brewery member. Yes

Brewery must register each beer brand bearing the Seal with 
the CCBA Seal Registry. Licensees will be contacted by email 
with further instructions.

Brewery licenses the brand from other than a registered 
CCBA brewery member. No The Seal is meant to show that the brand was developed in 

Canada by a fully participating craft brewery.

THIRD PARTY USE CASES USE THE SEAL? CONDITIONS

A company producing any printed material or publishing any 
digital content on behalf of the Seal licensee. Yes Must be under contract to the Seal licensee and adhere to 

the terms of the Seal Licensing Agreement.

On-premise craft beer sales venue, retail craft beer sales 
outlet, craft beer festival/event, any other craft beer industry 
participants.

No
In 2020, CCBA will release a “Supporter” version of the Seal 
to be used by supporting members of the craft beer industry.
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OFFICIAL SEAL

The official Seal should be used in all applications 
such as packaging, website, and marketing 
materials. Each element and its relationship have 
been carefully designed and placed together. This 
relationship is fixed and must never be altered.

Identity Elements
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Application

APPLICATION ON  
PATTERNED BACKGROUNDS
When placing the Seal on patterned 
backgrounds, please use the framed 
Seal (left). Always opt for the version 
that allows for maximum legibility.

APPLICATION ON SOLID, LIGHT  
COLOURED BACKGROUNDS
When placing the Seal on solid, 
light coloured backgrounds, you 
can use the basic Seal in 92% black 
(left). Always opt for the version that 
allows for maximum legibility.

APPLICATION ON  
GRAPHIC BACKGROUNDS
When placing the Seal on solid, light 
coloured backgrounds, please use 
the framed Seal (left). Always opt for 
the version that allows for maximum 
legibility.

APPLICATION ON SOLID, DARK  
COLOURED BACKGROUNDS
When placing the Seal on solid, dark 
coloured backgrounds, you can use 
the basic Seal in white (left). Always 
opt for the version that allows for 
maximum legibility. Also, see note 
on contrast on the following page.

BASIC SEAL FRAMED SEAL
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Sizing

REQUIRED CLEAR SPACE
A protective margin of clear space should be maintained 
around the Seal  at all times. The margin should be, at 
minimum, equal to 1/6 the height of the Seal, indicated  
at right by the solid gold squares. 

Maintaining this clear space around the Seal will protect 
its legibility and prominence and will prevent conflict 
with other graphic elements in a composition.

MINIMUM SIZING
To ensure legibility, the Seal should never be reduced 
to less than 0.5” wide in print or 36 pixels on screen. 
The recommended size for maximum legibility is 1” 
wide. The minimum size for the framed version of the 
Seal 0.635” wide.

Minimum size should be consulted on with designer or 
printer. Legibility may be compromised depending on 
application.

1/6 HEIGHT

RECOMMENDED MINIMUM

1” w x 1.65” h
Basic: 0.5” w x 0.82” h 

Framed: 0.635” w x 0.914” h
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Colour

MAIN PALETTE
The Seal is designed to be neutral in appearance so 
that it can be easily incorporated into a wide  range of 
applications and brands. For that reason, the Seal should 
always use the solid flat colours identified at right. The 
colour of the Seal can be 100% black or 92% black.

If the Seal appears on a patterned, photographic or 
otherwise busy background, the framed version should 
be used. The frame should always be 100% white.

A NOTE ON CONTRAST
If using the Seal in white on a solid, coloured 
background, the contrast ratio between the 
background and the Seal should be high enough  
to guarantee legibility. If the white Seal is not legible 
because the background colour is too light, opt 
for the framed version of the Seal, use a darker 
background colour or increase the size of the Seal.

CHARCOAL
CMYK 0/0/0/92 
RGB 52, 52, 52 
HEX #343434 
PMS 447C

BLACK
CMYK 0/0/0/100 
RGB 0, 0, 0 
HEX #000000

WHITE
CMYK 0/0/0/0 
RGB 255, 255, 255 
HEX #FFFFFF

Contrast ratio between 
background and Seal is 
inadequate.

Contrast ratio between 
background and Seal is 
adequate.
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UNACCEPTABLE USES
This guide is intended to ensure 
the Seal remains legible. Certain 
treatments will compromise its 
consistency and effectiveness. 
Therefore, do not use the Seal in  
any of these unacceptable ways. 

Please always use the version 
and treatment  that will provide 
for maximum contrast with the 
background, maximum legibility,  
and general visual compatibility.

If you have questions about  
using the Seal,  please contact  
the Canadian Craft Brewers 
Association: info@ccba-acmb.org.

Usage

DO NOT add effects like a drop 
shadow or outer glow.

DO NOT alter the positioning  
or size  of individual elements.

DO NOT disproportionately 
scale or stretch the Seal.

DO NOT alter the Seal  
elements in any way.

DO NOT change the typefaces 
used in the Seal.

DO NOT use the basic Seal on a 
busy background. Use the framed 

Seal instead.

DO NOT alter the colours  
of the Seal in any way.

DO NOT warp or  
rotate the Seal.

DO NOT place the basic Seal on 
a background with low contrast. 

Use the framed Seal instead.

INDEPENDENT

INDÉPENDANTE

Craft Brewery
Microbrasserie
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Examples

LABELS
In label application, such as on cans  
and bottles, the Seal must be legible,  
with maximum contrast.

Creativity is encouraged for placement 
and integration into packaging art, as  
long as it adheres to the guidelines within.

For any questions, please contact the 
Canadian Craft Brewers Association at 
info@ccba-acmb.org.
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Examples

PACKAGING
In packaging application, the Seal must 
be legible, with maximum contrast.

Creativity is encouraged for placement 
and integration into packaging art, as  
long as it adheres to the guidelines within.

For any questions, please contact the 
Canadian Craft Brewers Association at 
info@ccba-acmb.org.
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Thank you!
Questions: info@ccba-ambc.org


